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Driving Memories
The fi fth annual Fairport Baptist 
Homes’ (FBH) Car Show was just as 
big a hit with residents and staff at FBH 
as the previous four. The Rochester 
weather cooperated to allow attendees 
an opportunity to circulate among the 
vintage vehicles, which also provided 
many with a stroll down memory lane.

Gail Gropp, who has worked in the 
Food Service Department at Fair-
port Baptist Homes for over 40 years, 

Above: Community Life Specialist, Elaine Hinman-Toomey and FBH resident 
Lorraine Arbor, enjoy a recent visit to Lollypop Farm. The destination is just 
one of many places visited by FBH residents on their weekly summer outings.

During the second week of June, the 
Mission in Motion taskforce at Fair-
port Baptist Homes sponsored a Bless-
ing of the Hands ceremony in which 
staff members (caregivers as well 
as offi ce personnel) were invited to 
have their hands blessed by Chaplains 
Jennifer Castle and Marianne Katz.  

“The premise behind this offering is 
that we want to remind staff that what 
they do here is important; whether 
they are a direct caregiver or work in 
an offi ce, they are adding to the care 
and value of another’s life,” said Katz. 

Katz started out early in the morn-
ing in the Physical Therapy Depart-
ment, blessing the hands of any 
staff member who were interested 
in having his/her hands blessed.  

Julie Seither, a physical therapist was 
defi nitely interested. Seither had her 
hands blessed a couple of years ago-
when FBH did its fi rst Blessing of the 
Hands.  This time around, she joked,
“I need all the blessings I can get, so 
you can wash all of me this morning!” 

Katz smiled, obliged, and said, “I think 
Peter said something like that to the 
Lord; something like ‘not just my feet, 
Lord’.”

Blessing of the Hands

Above:  FBH Chaplain Marianne Katz blesses the hands of Pat Bailey, HRAC.

Above:  A resident at Fairport Baptist Homes views a vintage vehicle during the 
Fifth Annual Fairport Baptist Homes’  Car Show.

However, hands were the only thing be-
ing blessed, and the Chaplains blessed 
dozens of pairs. A nondenominational 
Blessing of the hands ceremony was 
fi rst held in the Chapel at 10 a.m. for 
staff members who wished to receive 
the blessing.  Then, the Chaplains 
made their way through the various 
households, making themselves avail-
able for anyone who wished to par-
ticipate in the Blessing of the Hands. 

Times of the Blessing of the Hands were 
scheduled so that the ceremony would 
not interfere with resident care and staff 
workload, and also so that each shift 
could have an opportunity to have their 
hands blessed, if they so desired. Cas-
tle also visited FBH staff over at Life-
Times Adult Day Health Care Center. 

“So many people were so receptive,” 
she smiled.  “I think it’s nice for them 
to know that they are appreciated 
for the work and care that they give; 
and that they realize that our hands 
can be an extension of God’s hands.” 

Indeed, the Blessing of the Hands cer-
emony mirrors the philosophy of Fair-
port Baptist Homes; that all work is 
spiritual even in the physical things we 
do.  

Pat Bailey, an HRAC at Fairport 
Baptist Homes for 23 years wanted 
to have her hands blessed.  “This  is 
a very good thing.  It makes you 
stop and think about what you do 
here, and how important it is.”

To commemorate this important  role, 
the Chaplains presented individuals 
whose hands were blessed with a post-
card depicting a pool of water with 
words from author Frederick Buech-
ner:  “The life I touch for good or ill 
will touch another life, and that in turn 
another, until who knows where the 
trembling stops or in what far place my 

touch will be felt.”  

On the back of the postcard, the four 
objectives (Remember, Respect, Re-
fl ect, Relate) of the Mission in Motion 
program asked individuals to “Remem-
ber who you are and what you value.  
Respect others in word and deed, for 
they as a valuable as you.  Refl ect 
your inherent goodness in all you do 
because it Relates people; intertwin-
ing one to another, not just physically, 
but spirit to spirit and heart to heart.”  

At Fairport Baptist Homes, we try to 
do just that.~THN/KG

brought her idea of a car show to Hilda 
Thompson, Director of Resident Life 
Enhancement fi ve years ago. Gropp is a 
car enthusiast who herself owns a white 
and Matador Red 1957 Chevy that she 
lovingly calls “Strawberry Shortcake.”

“I just thought that others might en-
joy looking at the cars they may have 
once owned or ridden in, just like I 
do.” Gropp’s thought was spot on.  
With the help of other car enthusiasts, 

like her fellow members of the Gene-
see Valley Automobile club, over a 
dozen cars were parked on the front 
lawn of FBH for its residents, staff, 
and visitors to look at and reminisce.

Hugh Chittenden, a 92 year-old resi-
dent at FBH, recalled that his fi rst car 
was a tractor.  “We learned to drive a 
car by driving a tractor in the fi eld,” 
said Chittenden.  He also remembers 
driving across California with his wife, 
Betty, and their three sons in a Dodge 
Customer Royal. He was still driving 
up until two years ago, when he had to 
park his Buick Park Avenue for good. 
“Buick made a good car,” he said.

FBH Resident Jane Wilson agreed.  
Her fi rst car was a ’59 Buick.  “They 
don’t make them like that anymore,” 
she laughed.  

What they do make now are cars 
that can play CDs, DVDs, and IP-
ods instead of just a few radio sta-
tions; cars that have seats that re-
cline all the way down, instead of a 
rumble seat that just opens out; and 
even a car that can parallel park itself.

“Just give me one of these,” Chit-
tenden says as he points to the cars 
from the 1920, 30 and 40 eras. “It’ll 
get you to the same place!”~THN/KG


